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Kia ora, 
Term 4 is always very busy and the last week has certainly lived up to that reputation. 
On one of the hottest days on record the Home and School ran the Highfield School Fair. This was an absolute 
success and I was so proud and honored to be part of the day. The school grounds were full of stalls, events, 
shows and everyone’s favourite, ‘soaking the teacher’. Events like these allow all of our community to come 
together and support the future learning of our tamariki. A huge thanks to all of those involved, including 
parents, teachers and students.  
 
On Tuesday the students from Year 3 to Year 8 gathered at the all weather track for Athletic Sports. For the 
last 22 years I have always organised and help run athletic sports. However, this was my first experience of 
what it is like on the other side. Robyn, Hayley and her team of parents and teachers were outstanding. All 
the events were organised to perfection and every student participated to the best of their ability. Life is about 
taking part and building resilience and on Tuesday I witnessed lots of these traits.  
 
Presently we are looking at our staffing for 2020 and there will be some changes to our current staffing 
personnel. The school has created two new Assistant Principal posts. Congratulations to Mrs Kylie Haynes 
who will be our Assistant Principal Pastoral and Mrs Robyn Cooper who will be our Assistant Principal 
Systems, Communication and Support. They will teach some classes, but will not have their own form class. 
From our new members of staff this year, Renee Leonard, Jill White and Christine McGeever will be continuing 
their great work at Highfield, which I am very pleased about. All three bring a sense of energy, fun and 
experience. Unfortunately, we will be losing Mrs Price towards the end of this term. She has worked tirelessly 
hard for Highfield and I must thank her for her energy, time and dedication. We will be very sorry to see her 
leave. A short word from Debbie, “I wish to thank the Board of Trustees, Home and School, staff, 
students and their whanau for all the support I have received over the past 5 years.  I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time at Highfield School and wish Stu and his team all the best for 2020.” 
We have been very lucky to employ three new teachers (Mike Boon, Teresa Nothnagel and Jasmine Secord) 
and we are excited about them joining our Highfield Whanau in 2020. Below is a blurb outlining who they are... 
 
Hello everyone. My name is Mike Boon and I have been teaching since 2007. I am passionate about music 
and drama, writing, and digital technologies, and teaching through S.T.E.M (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Maths).  Until January this year, my family and I were living in Geraldine. Last year we decided 
to spend some time living in Scotland. My wife is from Dundee so this was a great opportunity for our son Leo 
to both spend time with his Scottish family and do a bit of travelling as well (Paris... London... Scarborough!). 
After spending nearly a year in the Northern Hemisphere we have decided to move home to Geraldine.  
I am very excited about the opportunity Highfield have given me and I look forward to meeting you all when 
school starts at the beginning of February! 
  
Hi, my name is Teresa Nothnagel. I was born in Gauteng, South Africa and I am the youngest in my family 
with an older sister, who currently resides in Australia. I have a wonderful husband, Johan Nothnagel, and a 
beautiful 10 month old daughter, Mia Deby Nothnagel, who keeps me on my toes and whom I love dearly. I 
studied at the University of South Africa and graduated cum laude. I have taught children aged between 10 
and 13 for the last 5 years. I have taught various subjects, but I am very passionate about Social Sciences. I 
also love coaching sport especially netball. My passion for teaching comes from watching all my students 
grow and to become the best version of themselves. Teaching is a blessing and I feel privileged to be part of 
the Highfield family.  I love what your school stands for and I look forward to a fun year ahead with lots of 
learning and new adventures.  
  
Hi, my name is Jasmine and I’m excited to be joining Highfield in 2020. New Zealand is my new home and I cannot wait 
to meet everyone!  I was born and raised in St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada just 15 minutes from Niagara Falls. I’m from 
a family of 5, with an older brother and sister.  
In my free time I try to make the most of New Zealand’s outdoors snowboarding, skating, playing soccer, and swimming. 
I also enjoy coaching soccer and swim instructing. 
I Graduated from Wilfrid Laurier with a BA in Youth & Children Studies, and then moved to South Korea to teach English 
as a second language. Between teaching I travelled many different countries, before settling in Thailand to continue 
my teaching. In February 2019, I started my Graduate Diploma of teaching at the University of Canterbury. I cannot 
wait to call Timaru my new home.  



  
Currently the school is looking at teachers and classes for 2020 and we are hoping to 
finalise this in the next few weeks. 
 

Sun Smart 
Please remember about our sun safe policy. Students must bring a wide brimmed hat to school and 
apply sunscreen before they arrive. They will be asked to sit in the shade if they do not have a hat. 
Lastly, save the date: Thursday 21st November 12.15 - 3.50, Highfield Celebration of Learning. 
 

20 GOTCHAS - 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to these students who have 
achieved  20 Gotchas each. Maddy Johnson, Manaia 
Edwards, Xavier Edwards, Anika Harris, Sashca Kissell, 
Taylor Fitzgerald, Gemma Stewart, Miles Hutt, Noah 
Murray, Caleb Keown, Ethan Curtis, Jayde Hurst, Meg 
Ritchie, Libby Mansfield, Skla Kim, Nalarnia Kim, 
Eleanor Kershaw.  
 
 

 

 Ngā mihi nui ki a koe  
Thank you to everyone for an extremely successful 
day at our School Fair on Sunday.  A huge thanks to 
the Home and School for their organisation, the staff 
and students for the activities / stalls they organised 
and for the whole community in joining us for a fun 
day. 
 
 

Year 3 - 8 Athletics  
We were really lucky with the weather, which helped 
make it a perfect day for the sports.  A big thank you to 
all our whanau who assisted us with jobs. We really 
cannot run events like this without you.  Congratulations 
to all the children - you need to be proud of the resilience 
you showed!  A full list of results will be online in the next 
day or two. 
Congratulations to Phoenix who was the winner of the 
2019 Highfield Cup. 



Athletics Photos  
Erin Miller running her last race after working as a 

Teachers Aid 
at Highfield for 
the last 9 years 
 
 

 
  

  
 
 
 
Community Garden in Piwakawaka 
 This term a group of parents have enlisted the help of enthusiastic 
gardeners from the Piwakawaka and Ruru classes to create a 
community garden in the New 
Entrant Year 1 area. The idea is the 
children can grow vegetables and 
fruit to pick and eat for morning kai. 
All year a group of keen gardeners 
have been turning soil, planting 
seeds, and growing plants. So, they 
jumped at the opportunity to help 
grow their own food. Parents have 
donated plants, pea straw, and time 
to prepare the gardens, plant them 
out and repair the very broken irrigation system. We are also 
very grateful to generosity of Mega Mitre 10 for donating 
compost, plants and a much needed hose. We are all 
looking forward to picking and eating fresh kai.  
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On behalf of the staff and students of Highfield School, we 

would like to formally invite you to attend our final Prize Giving 
for 2019 

 

Who: All Team Kauri students and whānau – Rooms 8 - 12 
Where: Highfield School Hall 
When: Thursday 12th December 
Time: 6:00pm 
 

An opportunity to celebrate the many successes our tamariki have achieved during 2019 



 

Fantastic new Art work of Mr Wilcox and Mrs 
Haynes inside the office area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


